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constitutional amendment to balance the budget.
President Clinton opposes a voluntary prayer
amendment. He opposes an amendment to pro-
tect the flag of the United States of America.
People give their lives—a couple of servicemen
here—they sacrifice, they give everything for
America. We ought to protect the American flag
with a constitutional amendment.

But beyond that, we need to address the
economy. And I would just say, with my time
running out here, it’s a very proud moment for
me. And what I want the voters to do is to
make a decision. And I want them to be proud
of their vote in the years ahead, proud that
they voted for the right candidate, proud that
they voted, hopefully, for me.

And I’ll just make you one promise. My word
is good. Democrats and Republicans have said
Bob Dole’s word is good. I keep my word. I
promise you, the economy is going to get better,
we’re going to have a good economic package,
and we’re going into the next century a better
America.

Thank you.
Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President.
The President. Thank you, Jim. And thank

you, ladies and gentlemen, and all the people
who are watching.

One thing I’d like to say is I agree with what
Senator Dole said. It’s a remarkable thing in
a country like ours that a man who grew up
in Russell, Kansas, and one who was born to
a widowed mother in Hope, Arkansas, could
wind up running for President, could have a
chance to serve as President. So the first thing
I want to say is thank you for giving me the
chance to be President.

This election is about two different visions
about how we should go into the 21st century.
Would we be better off—as I believe—working
together to give each other the tools we need
to make the most of our God-given potential,
or are we better off saying, ‘‘You’re on your
own’’? Would we be better off building that

bridge to the future together so we can all walk
across it, or saying, ‘‘You can get across your-
self’’?

If you don’t leave this room with anything
else tonight and if the people watching us don’t
leave with anything else, I hope you’ll leave
with this: This is a real important election. The
world is changing dramatically in how we work
and how we live, how we relate to each other—
huge changes. And the decisions we make will
have enormous practical consequences.

So we’ve talked about our responsibilities to-
night. I want to talk about your responsibility
and your responsibility. Your responsibility is to
show up on November 5th, because you’re going
to decide whether we’re going to balance the
budget now but protect Medicare, Medicaid,
education, and the environment. You’ll decide
whether we’re going to keep fighting crime with
the Brady bill, the assault weapons, and finish
putting those 100,000 police; whether we’re
going to move a million people from welfare
to work; whether we’re going to give our fami-
lies more protection for their kids against drugs
and tobacco and gangs and guns; whether we’re
going to give our children world-class education
where every 8-year-old can read, every 12-year-
old can log in on the Internet, every 18-year-
old can go to college.

If we do those things, we’ll build that bridge
to the 21st century, and the greatest country
in history will be even greater.

Thank you.
Mr. Lehrer. Thank you, Senator. Thank you,

Mr. President.
This concludes—this is the last of the three

1996 Presidential and Vice Presidential debates.

NOTE: The debate began at 6 p.m. at the Shiley
Theatre at the University of San Diego. In their
remarks, the candidates referred to Chairman
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority and
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel.

Remarks to the Community in San Diego, California
October 16, 1996

The President. Thank you, San Diego. Thank
you for being here tonight. Thank you for your
support and your concern for our country. You

had a pretty good seat at the debate, didn’t
you?

Audience members. Yes!
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The President The first thing I want to say
is, I hope you were proud of your fellow Califor-
nians who were the citizens on that debate.
They did a good job. They asked good questions
and made me feel good about it.

I want to thank the people who are here
with us tonight. Thank you, Deputy Mayor Val-
erie Stallings, for your comments and for being
here. Thank you, Lieutenant Governor Gray
Davis. Thank you, Congressman Bob Filner, the
best advocate this county ever had. If you had
any idea how much time Bob Filner spends
burning my ear about something for this area,
you would double his pay and cut his hours.
It’s amazing what he does. I also want to say
a special word of appreciation to Peter Navarro,
who is also running for Congress, and I want
you to help him get elected. Stand up, Peter.
We have some other congressional candidates
in the audience. I know Dan Farrell, Rita
Tamerius, Darity Wesley—are they here still?
Good for you. Thank you for running.

Thank you, Howard Wayne, for running for
the Assembly. I know you’re here. Thank you,
Representative Richard Katz, for being here.
And Susan Davis, thank you for being here.
Thank you, State senator and the leader of the
State senate, Senator Lockyer. Thank you for
being here. And thank you, Kathleen Connell,
for your leadership in the State controller’s of-
fice.

Ladies and gentlemen, I want you to join
me in thanking the people who provided our
music. The Lincoln High School Gospel Choir,
where are they? The Scripps Ranch High School
Marching Band—that’s how we build a crowd,
you know. You bring a band and all their rel-
atives come and their friends. It’s great. And
Little Feat, weren’t they great? Give Little Feat
a hand. [Applause] They were terrific.

Folks, I’m so glad to see you here tonight.
I’m so glad to see so many young people here
tonight. It’s your future we’re fighting for.

You know, I have had a lot of good and
some very moving days in California since I
have been President. I’ve had a lot of great
days in this county since I first started coming
here as a candidate. And I was thinking to-
night—hoping that I would get some questions
about it—but I want to say to you, the people
of this county have worked with our administra-
tion, and that’s why we’ve been able to double
the border guards here, why we’ve been able
to invest in cleaning up the environment here,

why we’ve been able to help put more police
on the street here, why we’ve been able to guar-
antee that there will be more contracts with
that shipyard here, so that those folks who asked
me not to forget them will have jobs into the
21st century. And I thank all of you who had
anything to do with that.

You know, tonight you heard two very dif-
ferent visions of our future. And what you also
heard was what I think is the last debate I’ll
ever be in as a candidate—unless I run for
the school board some day. [Laughter] But
while it was my last debate, I hope it was the
beginning of a lot of conversations that all of
you will have about what our country is going
to be like in the 21st century. There are enor-
mous practical consequences to the ideas that
we have, to whether you really believe that
we’re better off on our own or whether we’re
better off when we work together to give each
other the tools to make the most of our own
lives and our families and our communities.

There’s a lot of significance to whether you
believe we should build a bridge to the future
we can all walk across, or just show people
the valley and say, ‘‘I hope you can find some
way to get over it;’’ whether you believe that
we’re out there on our own because the Govern-
ment is intrinsically our enemy or whether you
think that the Government is just another part
of this great partnership we call America. And
Hillary was right: it does take a village to raise
a child and build a community and build a fu-
ture.

I want all of you to know, especially the young
people that—I want you to know that, as some-
one who is not so young anymore, I am more
idealistic today about the promise of this country
than I was the day I took the oath of office
as President. I have more confidence today in
our ability to work together to make good things
happen for America than I did the day I took
the oath of office. I have more conviction today
that our best days are still ahead. And I know
that 20 days from now, if we decide that to-
gether we’re going to build that bridge, that
our best days are still ahead, and your best
days are still ahead, and America will still be
the greatest country in human history in the
21st century. Will you help me build that
bridge? Will you help me do it for 20 more
days? [Applause]

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank you.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 8:47 p.m. in the
Organ Pavilion at Balboa Park. In his remarks,
he referred to Peter Navarro, Dan Farrell, Rita
Tamerius, and Darity Wesley, candidates for Cali-

fornia’s 49th, 48th, 51st, and 52d Congressional
Districts, respectively; and Susan Davis, candidate
for California State Assembly.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 16, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication, stating
that the emergency declared with respect to sig-
nificant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia is to continue in effect for 1 year beyond
October 21, 1996.

The circumstances that led to the declaration
on October 21, 1995, of a national emergency
have not been resolved. The actions of signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia
continue to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,

and the economy of the United States and to
cause unparalleled violence, corruption, and
harm in the United States and abroad. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is necessary
to maintain in force the broad authorities nec-
essary to maintain economic pressure on signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia
by blocking their property subject to the juris-
diction of the United States and by depriving
them of access to the U.S. market and financial
system.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on October 17. The notice of October 16
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks in Santa Ana, California
October 17, 1996

Thank you. Good morning. What a crowd!
Thank you for being here. Thank you. Mayor
Pulido, thank you for that wonderful welcome.
Thank you for your leadership of this great city.
And let me say that the mayor was a little too
modest. I want to brag on him a little more.
We have had a great partnership with this city.
Among other things, our program to put 100,000
police on our street has brought 54 here, and
the crime rate has gone down by 50 percent
in Santa Ana. Thank you, Mayor, for your lead-
ership and your work here. I’d like to thank
Lieutenant Governor Gray Davis for being here.

Senator Chris Dodd is here, all the way from
Connecticut, the chairman of the Democratic
Party. Thank you, sir, for being here. Thank
you, Art Torres, our Democratic Party chair,
for being here.

I’d like to say a special word of thanks to
the mayor of Tustin, Tracy Worley, for being
here. She spoke earlier. Thank you, Mayor. God
bless you, and thank you so much. I’d like to
thank the other congressional candidates who
are here, Sally Alexander, Tina Louise Laine,
Dan Farrell. I thank Stephen Weber for speak-
ing earlier. And I want to thank the Santa Ana
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